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Academy of Maya Hieroglyphic Writing 

Workshops Program   (May 2nd - May 4st) 

Location: Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Štúrova st. 9 (1st floor, Room 111, Stre)  

        Thursday (May 2nd) 

0930 - 1000 Registration 

1000 - 1230 Morning session 

1230 - 1400 Lunch break 

1400 - 1800 Afternoon session 

 

        Friday (May 3rd) 

1000 - 1230 Morning session 

1230 - 1400 Lunch break 

1400 - 1800 Afternoon session 

 

        Saturday (May 4th) 

1000 - 1230 Morning session 

1230 - 1400 Lunch break 

1400 - 1800 Afternoon session 
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Mesoamerican Worldviews 

Symposium Program   (Sunday, May 5th) 

Location: Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Gondova st. 2 (1st floor, Room 127)  

0930 - 0945 Registration 

 

0945 - 1000 Welcome address 

 

1000 - 1030 Harri Kettunen     Worldviews in Collision: Emic and Etic Concepts of Mesoamerican  

  (University of Helsinki)   Writing Systems      

    

1030 - 1100 Alonso Zamora Corona   Devouring Ancestors: Predation, Sacrifice and Souls in   

  (University College London)  Contemporary K’iche’ Cosmology  

 

1100 - 1130 Magdalena Krzemien et al.  Not Only Cenotes: the Significance of Water in the Ancient Maya  

  (Jagiellonian University,    World on the Basis of the Recent Discoveries from Lake Petén Itzá  

  University of Warsaw, Nicolaus             

  Copernicus University,  Anchor) 

 

 

1130 - 1145    Coffee break 

 

 

1145 - 1215 Albert Davletshin     Calendrical Names of Mesoamerica in the XVI Century Hieroglyphic  

  (Russian State University for the   Censuses of Tepetlaoztoc and Beyond      

  Humanities )  

 

1215 - 1245 Dora García Patzán & Milan Kováč Vasijas animadas. Vida y muerte de la cerámica maya    

  (Comenius University)  

 

 

1245 - 1415    Lunch break 

 

 

1415 - 1445 Maria Felicia Rega    The head, the pumpkin, the resin and the blood. Different meanings  

  (Sapienza University of Rome,   of the rubber ball across the centuries      

  Comenius University of Bratislava) 



 

 

Mesoamerican Worldviews 

Symposium Program   (Sunday, May 5th) 

Location: Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Gondova st. 2 (1st floor, Room 127)  

1445 - 1515 Radoslav Hlúšek     Las montañas en la visión del mundo de los nahuas de México 

  (University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius) Central  

 

 

1515 - 1530    Coffee break 

 

 

1530 - 1600 Dmitri Beliaev     Yopaat, a Late Preclassic storm god in Southeastern Mesoamerica? 

  (Russian State University for            

  the Humanities)    

 

1600 - 1630 Michaela Šimonová    The one in the Sky, Earth and Underworld: K’awiil as an  

  (Comenius University)   Intermediator between Worlds 

  

 

1630 - 1645    Coffee break 

 

 

1645 - 1715 Gaia Carosi      El espacio de los Mayas entre Posclásico Terminal y primera edad 

  (Sapienza University of Rome)  colonial: el exemplo de Yucatán   

 

1715 - 1745 Monika Brenišínová    Mexican colonial mural painting in the context of modernity 

  (Charles University) 

   

1745 - 1815 Alexander Safronov    Local Lords and their Lands: GIS Modeling of Territorial Structure 

  (Lomonosov Moscow State University) of the Classic Maya Kingdoms        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mesoamerican Worldviews 

Symposium Program   (Sunday, May 5th) 

Location: Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Gondova st. 2 (1st floor, Room 127)  

Harri Kettunen (University of Helsinki) 

Worldviews in Collision: Emic and Etic Concepts of Mesoamerican Writing Systems 

 

 Throughout the history of classifying world’s writing systems, Mesoamerican scripts have been classified 

from pictographic scripts to true writing systems. While some Mesoamerican writing systems, such as Mayan, have 

been promoted to the status of “true” or “full” writing systems, some others, such as the Aztec or Mixtec scripts are 

still considered by many to fall into the category of pictographic, ideographic, or semasiographic writing. This pre-

sentation addresses the issues of indigenous concepts of writing systems within the Mesoamerican cultural sphere, 

as well as the varying Western academic notions of the nature of these scripts. While challenging and ultimately 

unachievable, the term ‘emic’ is here extended to incorporate pre-Columbian viewpoints of the concept and nature 

of writing.  

 

 

Alonso Zamora Corona (University College London) 

Devouring Ancestors: Predation, Sacrifice and Souls in Contemporary K’iche’ Cosmology 

 

 Owing to its famed traditionalism and continuous usage of the ritual calendar of 260 days, the K’iche’ town of 

Momostenango, in the Highlands of Guatemala, has been one of the most intensively studied Maya communities du-

ring the twentieth century. Major works have been partially or totally devoted to the town, like those by Leonhard 

Schultze-Jena, Robert Carmack, Barbara Tedlock and Garrett Cook. It seems that hardly anything new could be said 

about the place; even more, the undeniable influence of the revivalist Espiritualidad Maya movement has made it 

unlikely (in the opinion of many) that we would ever again find examples of a non-nativist or ‘undisturbed’ set of 

beliefs among the K’iche’. However, during my recent fieldwork in the town I found among certain Momostecans 

conceptions that went mostly unnoticed by past ethnographers and have little to do with the Neo-Maya identitarian 

speech, conceptions which resemble those found by Evon Vogt and William Holland among the Tzotzil, as well as 

Esther Hermitte, Pedro Pitarch and Helios Figuerola Pujol among the Tzeltal. I was explained that the numerous 

altars (awas) where people burn offerings to the ancestors (nantat) of their patrilineages (alaxik) are conceived as 

being connected to supernatural underworld spaces called korral ("enclosures") where the souls of the members of 

the patrilineage are kept as small animals (chikop) that are cared by their ancestors. When people neglect to burn 

offerings, the doors of the korral are ‘opened’, and the souls of the people are attacked by vengeful spirits called 

"awajmundo", the animal counterparts of the telluric deities or dioses mundo ("earth-gods"). These conceptions are 

the basis of a complex cult of the ancestors, which are considered by some to be "dioses mundo" themselves or 

"ajaw ri uwachulew" ("lords of the face of the earth"). Besides presenting these results and discussing their relevan-

ce (and the possible cautions against them), I will try to raise the question of how re-examining contemporary Indi-

genous world views and cosmologies could help us re-frame discussions regarding souls, myth, kinship and nature 

among the Maya.  
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Location: Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Gondova st. 2 (1st floor, Room 127)  

Magdalena Krzemien (Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland) Bernard Hermes (Pete n 

Itza  Project), Małgorzata Mileszczyk (Institute of Archaeology University of Warsaw, Poland), Mateusz Popek 

(Institute of Archaeology Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun , Poland), Jakub Maciejewski (Anchor - underwater 

archaeology and commercial diving services) 

Not Only Cenotes: the Significance of Water in the Ancient Maya World on the Basis of the Recent Discoveries from Lake 

Petén Itzá 

 

 The world vision of the ancient Maya peoples has been based on the belief that the human world is in fact in uni-

ty with the natural and supernatural, and they all overlap. Hence, the sacred landscape of this civilization had an extra-

ordinary symbolic significance. One of its elements – water – was considered a medium, through which the dead have 

been passing to the underworld, Xibalba. Water basins, especially cenotes (natural karst wells) or lakes, were conside-

red as places strongly connected to Chaak, the rain god, on whom the rainfall and consequently: the crops have depen-

ded. The Maya have had him in particularly high regard, granting plenty of offerings. The aim of the hereby presenta-

tion is to demonstrate the role that water played in the world-view of the ancient Maya basing on the discoveries of the 

recently launched underwater archaeological project. The one-month 2018 fieldwork has been the first of hopefully 

many seasons of the joint Guatemalan and Polish expedition, which allows catching a glimpse on the artefacts from the 

depths of Lake Pete n Itza  (northern Guatemala).  

 

 

Albert Davletshin (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, National Research University “Higher School 

of Economics”, Moscow) 

Calendrical Names of Mesoamerica in the XVI Century Hieroglyphic Censuses of Tepetlaoztoc and Beyond 

 

 We are our names. Personal names are the most powerful device ever known for forging and manipulating the 

social bodies of individual human beings. The use of a 260-day ritual calendar, in which 20 day symbols are paired with 

13 day numbers, is a common trait shared by Mesoamerican cultures, as has already been noticed by Paul Kirchhoff. 

Many Mesoamerican groups used day names of the ritual calendar as personal names which were given to individuals 

according to the date of birth. The XVI century codices Santa Marí a Asuncio n y Vergara contain hundreds of personal 

names. I will show that at least four different types of personal names based on the 260-day calendar are recurrent in 

these documents, but only two of them can be considered as calendrical names in the strict sense of the word. I also try 

to answer the questions: why only some people bear calendrical names, why only some day names are attested as per-

sonal names and why so many types of calendrical names exist. Finally, I will outline geographic and chronological dis-

tributions of calendrical names of different kinds in Mesoamerica, in particular in Maya hieroglyphic texts. 
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Dora García Patzán & Milan Kováč (Comenius University) 

Vasijas animadas. Vida y muerte de la cerámica maya 

 La cera mica es uno de los materiales arqueolo gicos siempre presentes en cada excavacio n, por su naturaleza 

durable, brindando informacio n importante sobre la cultura a la cual pertenece, su valor cronolo gico ha sido funda-

mental para identificar estratos y etapas constructivas de los antiguos asentamientos. De acuerdo con su contexto 

podemos definir eventos clave en la historia, rasgos culturales y a reas de actividad.  Su ana lisis morfolo gico, icono-

gra fico y simbo lico complementa las interpretaciones del trabajo arqueolo gico, es una ventana abierta para enten-

der la cosmovisio n maya. Por tanto, esta presentacio n se enfocara  en la interpretacio n de las vasijas como objetos 

vivos, sujetos de accio n con su propio ciclo de la vida, tanto en la cotidianidad como en los espacios sagrados, de 

acuerdo con sus formas, usos, contexto e iconografí a. Apoyando la evidencia arqueolo gica con las fuentes histo ricas, 

mitolo gicas y varios elementos etnogra ficos, tratamos de reconstruir aspectos espirituales de la cera mica maya den-

tro de la categorí a de animismo.  

 

 

Maria Felicia Rega (Sapienza University of Rome - Comenius University of Bratislava) 

The head, the pumpkin, the resin and the blood. Different meanings of the rubber ball across the centuries  

 

 Thanks to many ceramic representations and reliefs datable especially during the Classic Period, we can try 

to understand the size of the ball used during the game, also with a comparison with the available archaeological 

data – which cover a time span ranging from the Preclassic to the Postclassic time – and with the writings of the first 

chroniclers. Thanks also to comparisons with written sources such as the Popol Vuh we know the symbolical con-

nection between the ball and the head. In particular, the episode of the substitution of Hunahpu head with a pump-

kin, together with some representantion from the Classic Period, shows the connection of the head and the ball with 

the Sun, giving to the ballgame an agrarian and cosmological dimension. The written sources also inform us about 

the word used to refer the rubber and ball, and the connection with the resin and the blood as burnt offerings. By 

putting together all these sources, it is possible to understand the different meanings that the rubber ball have in 

ancient, colonial and modern Maya culture.  
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Radoslav Hlúšek (Department of Ethnology and World Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in 

Trnava) 

Las montañas en la visión del mundo de los nahuas de México Central 

 

 Las montañas consideradas por los nahuas e indígenas mesoamericanos en general como sagradas desde los tiempos 

prehispánicos hasta la fecha forman parte de tal llamado paisaje ritual, entonces de un paisaje culturalmente transformado a 

través de la historia. Los indígenas las han visto como seres vivos a los que han rendido culto ligado al ciclo agrícola por 

ser éstas concebidas llenas de agua y abundancia. Por esta razón las montañas, especialmente los volcanes que por su altura 

dominan al entorno geográfico, han desempeñado un papel importante en la visión del mundo de los nahuas de México 

Central. Se hicieron no sólo puntos fundamentales en la conceptualización de espacio pero también partes integrales de las 

creencias y prácticas rituales que sobrevivieron la conquista espiritual y se incorporaron en el catolicismo, y al revés, el 

catolicismo se incorporó en las ideas religiosas indígenas. A base de las investigaciones etnográficas realizadas en los esta-

dos de Puebla y Morelos esta contribución trata de demostrar que la tradición milenaria ligada a las montañas sagradas 

sigue vigente también en la actualidad.  

 

 

Dmitri Beliaev (Knorozov Center for Mesoamerican Studies, Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, Na-

tional Research University “Higher School of Economics”, Moscow) 

Yopaat, a Late Preclassic storm god in Southeastern Mesoamerica? 

 

 Yopaat is the name of an important Classic Maya deity, associated with rain and storm. He played very important 

role in the Maya creation myths. It is depicted with “cloud-volutes” on the top of its head and with stone markings on its 

body, wearing a stone bludgeon in its hand. Sometimes it is considered to be an aspect of rain god Chaahk. Its exact rela-

tion to Chaahk is unclear, because no Postclassic or contact-time descriptions of this supernatural being survived. Its name 

“Leafed Penis” is enigmatic. The analysis of iconography of San Bartolo murals as well as Early Classic images on the 

stelae from Cerro de Las Mesas lead us to the conclusion that the origins of this deity can be traced back to the Late Pre-

classic worldviews, which spread through the Late Preclassic interaction spheres of Southeastern Mesoamerica. 
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Michaela Šimonová (Comenius University) 

The one in the Sky, Earth and Underworld: K’awiil as an intermediator between worlds 

 

 One of the most important, and yet still enigmatic, Maya deities is K’awiil. His iconography of uniquely com-

bined features and appearance in numerous contexts makes it difficult to give him a narrow label. In this presenta-

tion, we would like to point out K’awiil’s connection to all three vertical worlds of Maya cosmos, the importance of 

this connection and possible reconstruction of his involvement in important mythological events. We will go thro-

ugh well-known stelae, ceramic examples, codices and other archaeological and historical evidence pointing out the 

importance of communication between worlds and its place in Mesoamerican worldview.  

 

 

Carosi Gaia (Sapienza University of Rome) 

El espacio de los Mayas entre Posclásico Terminal y primera edad colonial: el exemplo de Yucatán 

 

 Cuando dos culturas y dos visiones del espacio totalmente distintas se encuentran y empiezan forzosamente 

a convivir en una misma zona, se generan feno menos complejos desde un punto de vista tanto conceptual como 

material. En Yucata n del siglo XVI, las ideas espaciales y urbanas de los nuevos colonos espan oles se enfrentaron 

con una situacio n muy lejana de la europea, derivante tambie n da una diferente visio n del territorio y del poder. A 

trave s de una revisio n de las fuentes coloniales y el uso de un S.I.G., se quiere aquí  proporcionar un cuadro de los 

cambios conceptuales y topogra ficos, in una situacio n poliface tica entre continuidad y innovacio n. 

 

 

Monika Brenišínová (Charles University, Faculty of Arts) 

Mexican colonial mural painting in the context of modernity 

 

 This contribution addresses the historiography of Mexican colonial art on the example of Mexican monastic 

architecture. First, it presents briefly this architecture and art. Then, it deals with the historiography of Mexican 

colonial art and that from its beginnings in the 19th century up to the contemporary times. It aims to show how the 

implementation of European taxonomy and approaches of history and history of art influenced and, at the same 

time, distorted the image of colonial art not only in Mexico, but all over the Latin America. 
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Alexander Safronov (Lomonosov Moscow State University) 

Local lords and they lands: GIS modeling of territorial structure of the Classic Maya kingdoms 

 

 Studying of the Classic Maya political structure traditionally involves reconstruction boundaries of the poli-

ties — maya kingdoms. A number of methods have been used as universal models for the marking frontiers of mass 

of kingdoms, such as Thiessen Polygons method (N. Hammond, P. Mathews), Central Place Theory (J. Marcus), Gra-

vity Model (A. Anaya).  However, a series of our research shows it is impossible to accurately assess the territory of 

many or several polities at once. Each policy is unique in its history, vector of development and a set of historical 

sources, so it is necessary to approach the assessment of its territory individually. We believe that the definition of 

the territory of a separate Mayan kingdom should begin with the definition of its internal structure, primarily with 

the localization of secondary administrative centers and the definition of the territory under its control.  

 The use of GIS spatial analysis tools, taking into account archaeological and epigraphic data, allows simula-

ting potential areas of economic control of minor administrative centers, which should be the basis for the as-

sessment of the territory of polity. In this presentation, we will try to demonstrate this approach by the example of 

territory assessment of sajaldom in the Upper Usumasinta Valley and local lordships neighboring to Uaxactun in the 

Late Classic period. The aim of our study is also to analyze the correlation between these similar type territories 

from different historical and geographical areas of the Maya zone.  
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