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INTRODUCTION

During the ten-year operation of the Regional archaeological project Uaxactun
(Proyecto Arqueoldgico Regional PARU), dozens of important findings of various origins have
been collected. PARU is an international and multidisciplinary scientific project whose main
objective is to increase the knowledge of one of the most important Maya sites, Uaxactun, as
well as the surrounding sites of the Valle de Azucar zone. During the period from the
beginning of the project until the time of the photography (2009-2019), it was possible to
collect many ceramics in different states of preservation. Thus, from shards and partially
preserved vases or plates to completely preserved ceramic objects. These have been carefully
cleaned and documented. However, high-quality catalogue photographs were only taken
during the field research in 2019. The ceramic objects were deposited in three different
locations namely - Ceramoteca in the capital city of Guatemala City, in the project laboratory
in the village of El Remate and finally in the on-site laboratory, i.e. at the Uaxactun site. The
subjects were photographed under artificial lighting conditions, i.e. in a diffuse photo booth

that had its own LED lighting.

A total of 122 pieces of pottery in various states of preservation were photographed.
63% of vases, cups and plates were preserved in complete condition. Many of these contained
important decorations and preserved shapes that help us learn about the motivations of
Maya artists and craftsmen. Some even display preserved hieroglyphic writing that is not in

the form of pseudoglyphs.

The most important artifacts from the pottery series were also processed using
photogrammetry, which then allowed the creation of a digital model in a computer
environment. Thanks to this, we can examine the details of vases or plates even in domestic

working conditions.
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